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“Why wouldn’t we?” 
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France floods: Louvre to close as Seine 

rises further 
BBC NEWS 2 June 2016 



Why would 

we not want 

London to 

be 

sustainable

? 
 

December 2013 a 

record high tide 

would have 

flooded London 

without the 

Thames Barrier. 

 

It was closed 28 

times in 2 months 

 

The Barrier was 

built in 1982 

 



The Stern Review on the economics of Climate 

Change was released on 30 October 2006. 



IPPC – Climate Change 2007: Working Group II  



Three projects at Stonebridge for Hyde Housing 



Hillside Hub, Stonebridge - a civic space, PCT, community facilities and 

             mixed tenure residential 



‘Spring’ at Stonebridge Park – 117 homes  















Who pays for what – is it affordable? Is it sustainable? 



Fabric first approach to Near Zero Energy 

 

In London,  a typical fabric spec to comply overall with GLA energy standard 

(now reconfirmed as 35% better than Part L 2013) adopting PV to bring us the 

additional CO2 reduction to the required Level required the following fabric 

specifications:  

Ex Section 6 Technical Handbook (Domestic) 

26%S 
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Example – AIMC4 feedback: prototyping at this standard was estimated at + 

~3%  cost – neglible for mass uptake 





Unpacking  the Health and Wellbeing agenda – User  Thermal Comfort 

& IAQ 

• Previous monitoring work by GHA 

 

APPG for Healthy Homes and Buildings: 

 

• Airtight Homes and air quality 

 

• User awareness: lifestyle; usability 

 

• Source Control of pollutants; specification 

            of materials and LCI criteria 

 

•  Effective ventilation 

 

 



Unpacking  the Health and Wellbeing agenda – Thermal Comfort; 

Overheating 

• overheating  

 

•materials selection criteria 

(responsible sourcing, circular 

economy, offgassing) 

 

 

How do we get 

the media to 

shift from 

encouraging us 

to buy stuff that 

we neither need 

nor can afford 

and work 

together to 

make our city 

sustainable? 



1. Transparency of data, comparability 

 

2. Energy Literacy – Skills and Training 

 

3. Improved Quality Control 

 

4. Continued Evidence Gathering 

 

 

 

 

 

The Challenges of the Performance Gap 

Also needs to encompass: 

 

5. Understanding and learning from user 

feedback 

eg  “Complex controls were often not 

understood by occupants, so best 

intentions in specs of intelligent controls 

got lost..” 

 



Edge Futures published our five provocative takes on 

insights into the next 20 years..    Geoff Mulgan (then of 

Young Foundation) authored this one... 

... on Wellbeing: “...Work is underway in many cities around the 

world to define new metrics of well-being...several of the strands 

are very much about place – including one exploring the data 

which shows that happiness levels correlate with how well you 

know your neighbours, and another seeking environmentally 

useful actions that also make people feel good about themselves 

and their communities.”  2008 

direction...” 

Unpacking  the Health and Wellbeing agenda – Green space and 

community 





PROMISE TO PLANT 

 

Help us transform 6,000 grey spaces into 

living planted places by the end of 2017. 

 

I promise to turn a grey area green by 

planting a… 







#IslandEstate 

#GreenSkyThinking 

 

@CullinanStudio 
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